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Sirds Damage Rice Cr&, but i&y 
3e Reduced in Xumbers by 

Legitimate Xeens 

Coqdaint s f roz rice ;ro::rers in Yestern States that 

American coots have become so gbundant, as to prove seriously destructive to t,he 

rice cro;o in some sections, and from sportsmen that these birds compete with 

wild ducks for food in some losalitios, have led the Bureau of Biological Survey 

of the U. S. Department of Agricu-. 1 +ure to issue the follo\*ing stetenent rog;rd- 

ing the coot, which is a game bird protected under the Kigratory 9ird Treaty Act, 

administered by the bureau; 

~~Thc grievances of rice growers against the common fresh-nater coot ‘hzve 

resulted in requests to the Department of Agriculture for permission to use ex- 

traordinary measures to reduce the numbers of the .oird. Shooting out of season; . 

removing protection entirely, and wholesale destroying by various mot&ds, in- 

cluding poisoning, hz.ve been suggested; It must not bu forgotten, hovJev?r, that 

the coot is a ga?a bird protected by the Migratory 3ird Treaty and that it cc?n be 

legitimately reduced in numbers during open seasons msrcly through shooting by 

hunters. 

“To avoid hunting the coot on the supoosition that it is not good to cat 

is unjustifiable: coots skinned and broiled ore escellcnt ea.ting (and skinning 

them is not difficult), In many localities vlhere wild ducks are plentiful 2nd 



are hunt.:? by strnn_;crs, the lowly c;ot is prized for hem? consumption. Ti E i t i ng 

hunters nith mistakes ideas on the edibilit;? of <:e:le bi?ds, and nantil?g only 

canvas%-cks and the li’~e, are prevented by their om:1 prejudicas from ,Z'?CiI tr:4ng 

the co,,% l If sports;;len will take: the la@ limit of coots a few times in the 

seasm, they will hsve something north l:rhilc from a gastronomic vic\Foint, and 

they ~ri 11 also aid in reducing to pro-oe, p proportions the numbers of t:lis species, 

thus toilding to eliminate coz+laints of damage. Tnc Federal OPC:I so&sCjns 011 

coots co:zfom with those on ducks, geese, and ‘or.qnt for the various parts of the 

C7untr;~‘; the bag limit is 25 a de.y, 

“The coot has fallen heir to a nG3j,r of derogatory nazlcs, z!ong ;;-Xc3 

the term mudhen is s~upposed to ini?.i,-,-:. te ?,I~G charsctoristic enVirOimcilt of the 

bird. it is called blue peter on thd Sja.th Atlant,ic coast; CTOV d-J-Ck il; Be:; 

England; poule df.eau, or puldoo, in sections r:hcrc the population is largely of 

French extraction; ar,ld by about 36 othsr l,~cel names, including rice hon., ~?tor 

hen, pond her, marsh hen, chicken bill., nnd T;hi. %e bill. 
the 

“dllegaticr% tha.t/bird is not a clean fecdcr and that its flesh tastes 

1 ike the bottom of a mud hole are largely unfounded. Tne coot feeds ziore upon 

the grr!c:l foliage of aquatic @ants than do Amy of the nild ducks, and it con- 

sumes in addition such delicacies as t::e tubers of wild celery and SZQ pondvreed 

and tic I g?ain of wild rice. It is in fact a clc:~ner fccdor thsn m~?.y ot.her birds 

and ma;~~l s eaten by man. 11 
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